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A Great Crpertence 


A Gospel in their own tongue! Just received from translator anv press 
bp Christian Apmaras of Bolivia 


THE STORY OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY FOR 1930 


Some Comparisons 


| Pe year 1930 completes fifteen of the second century of the Society’s history and affords 
occasion for comparisons. 

In Issues, 1930 records another great advance, exceeding, for the first time, the 12,000,000 
mark. 

The second table shows the steady increase in recent years. The previous largest total, 
7,761,377 volumes, was reached in our 100th year, 1915. 

The third statement presents the striking fact that the issues of the last fifteen years nearly 
equaled those of the preceding one hundred years; also that issues abroad have risen above those 


at home, reversing the earlier record. 


I. Issues, 1930 
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The Story for 1930 


This issue presents the report of the Board of Managers subnutted to the Annual Meeting of the 
American Bible Society on May 14, it being a condensed story of the work of last year. 


TABILITY is sorely lacking in many 
phases of life in every part of the world. 

Storms—economical, political, and spiritual— 
have been beating upon the nations. Our Lord 
was a carpenter—a builder. He was aware of 
the value of roofs and walls in times of storm, 
but he knew the primary and pre- 
dominant importance of 
foundations — that sta- 
bility can be obtained 
only when men 
build upon some- 
thing firm and 
lasting. Know- 
ing also that 
the—truths 
embodied in 
his words 
formed such 
a foundation, 
he said, “Who- 
soever heareth 
these sayings of 
mine, and doeth 
them, I will 
liken him un- 


In this all shared who, during the year, have 
worked as translators, revisers, compositors, 
proofreaders, printers, binders, distributors, 
office workers, or administrators. It has been a 
result of very real collaboration. 
These pages unfold a story of surprising 
achievement. Volumes of the 
Holy Scriptures were is- 
sued in larger numbers, 
and distributed in 
more languages, 
than ever before 
in the history of 
the American 
Bible Society. 
W omkietrs 
were faithful, 
the good tid- 
ings were 
welcomed, 
souls were 
nourished, hearts 
were strength- 
ened, lives were re- 
fOr me de 
churches 


: Thoughtful An earnest 
tO A wise listeners colporteur were estab- 
man, which ,, AN AUSPICIOUS COMBINATION lished, and 
built his house upon a rock. unknown good was done. 
> 


In the past year, by the 
loyal, widespread activity of those who cherish 
His sayings, preserved in The Book, a note- 
worthy contribution has been made toward the 
establishing of a firmer foundation on which a 
better and more stable world-life may be built. 


Even in the realm of finance 
there were notable advances as hereinafter 
reported. The story can bring courage’ to 
those who fear, and inspiration to those who 
believe. “It is, indeed, one of surprising 
achievement. 


Issues 


Volumes 
NEW high total—12,035,133—in volumes 
of Scripture issued was again reached— 
the sixth year in succession. The previous 
year’s total was 11,102,664. The chief advance 
in 1930 was in the issues from the Bible House, 
which rose a million and a half above those of 
the year before. In the Foreign Agencies there 
was a decrease of about 500,000 volumes—this 


chiefly in China and Japan, there being in- 
creases in the issues from the Levant, Arabic 
Levant, Philippines, and Siam Agencies. There 
were 311,121 Bibles, 758,342 Testaments, and 
10,961,131 Portions, which made the total of 
12,035,133 volumes. 

In comparison with the previous year there 
was an increase all along the line—about 2,000 
in Bibles, over 187,000 in Testaments, and 
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743,000 in Portions, chiefly 
Gospels. 


115 Years 
228,234,048 Volumes 


The total issues of the 
Society in its one hundred 
and fifteen years of service 
have amounted to 228,234,- 
048 volumes. 


285 Languages 


Through translation, pub- 
lication or distribution the 
Scriptures were handled 
during the year in 285 lan- 
guages, dialects and scripts 
at home and abroad, 135 of 
these being reported by the 
Home Agencies, 138 by the 
Foreign ‘Agencies, and 219 
by the Bible House. This 
is a notable advance—in- 
deed it gives surprise. The 
corresponding figures of the 
previous year show that those of 1930 list 106 
more languages, net. The Home Agencies 
handled 42 more, the Foreign Agencies 30, and 
the Bible House 87. Only after reports were 
tabulated was it discovered that the work of the 
year had involved so many more languages than 
that of any previous year. In some of the lan- 
guages that work was translation; in others it 
was publication; but in the great majority it 
was distribution. This ran the gamut of lan- 
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SOME OF THOSE WHO STUDIED THE BOOK LAST YEAR 


guages, from those in which only one or two 
volumes were supplied for individual needs, te 
those in which millions of volumes were dis- 
tributed, such as Mandarin with a distribution 
of 4,040,000, and English with 4,350,000. 

This enlarged service in languages has been 
a spontaneous development, over all our terri- 
tory, in the pressing forward of the basic work 
of Bible Societies—the supply of the Word of 
God to every man in his own tongue. 


Distribution in the United States 


N January commercial publishers of the 

Bible in the United States announced, and 
newspapers 
widely re- 
ported, 4 a 
decrease in 
their dis- 
tribution of 
Bibles dur- 


A BUSY DAY IN AN AGENCY 
SHIPPING DEPARTMENT 


Day’s orders = 270 Bibles, 3,641 Testa- 
ments, and 7,801 Portions 


ing 1930, 
The gen- 
Oral ll Cade 


nomic de- 
press ion 
and a sup- 
posed less- 
ening of 
interest in 
the Bible 
were 
named as 
the causes. 


But the facts revealed by our Home Agency 
reports controvert both these ideas. They re- 
veal (1) the largest circulation in the history 
of the Home Agencies, and (2) that economic 
depression has turned thoughts to spiritual 


realities and the Bible. He circulation ex- 
ceeded 4,000,000 volumes. 


In 1921, 913,409 In 1930, 4,037,824 


Ten years ago, in 1921, their total circulation 
was 913,409 Bibles, Testaments, and Portions, 
and last year it was 4,037,824 volumes. Fur- 
ther, this increase occurred in all sections of 
our country—nine out of the ten Agencies re- 
porting increases, running from three to forty- 
three per cent. The Northwestern Agency, for 
the first time in the history of any Home 
Agency, exceeded one million with its total of 
1,163,793 volumes; the Southwestern reached 
512,373. The figures for each Agency will be 
found in the tabulated statement at the end of 
the report. Naturally, in these straitened times 
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the increase in circulation was not in whole 
Bibles, but was in Testaments over 22,000, and 
in portions, over 675,000. 


There was a striking increase also in the 
number of languages in which volumes were 
circulated, as already mentioned. 


These tremendous results came not of them- 
selves. Faithful and vigorous work and a real 
hunger produced them, not only despite the 
general depression, but also in the face of 
specific handicaps. The Central Agency was 
without the usual vigorous leadership of Dr. 
Marston throughout the year, and the National 
Capital Agency without that of Dr. Hyatt for 
a good part of the year because of their ill 
health. The Colored Agency lost by death its 
oldest Division Secretary, the Rev. Dr. H. W. 
B. Wilson, to whom tribute was paid in the 
April Brsre Socrety Recorp. Subsequently, 
the Atlanta Division was again strengthened 
by the appointment of the Rev. D. H. Stanton. 
An especially valuable service was rendered in 
the Central Agency by the Rev. F. W. Jackson; 
while in the National Capital Agency the So- 
ciety is greatly indebted to the voluntary service 
of Mr. Henry C. Miller, a business man and 
treasurer of the Maryland Bible Society, who 
carried on Dr. Hyatt’s supervisory work. 


Vigorous Volunteers 


Fittingly, high tribute to the work of colpor- 
teurs and correspondents is paid in the Agency 
reports. To the service of the 53 colporteurs 
and 670 correspondents in the ten Agencies, 
1,070 recorded voluntary workers added much. 


SUCH AS THESE t 
AND THESE 
WERE REACHED LAST 


—_ 


YEAR 
Reaching the latter helps 
save their becoming the 

former. 


The Colored Agency reports the work of the 
Society stimulated by the influence of presid- 
ing elders; and, again, by bands of children, 
who accomplished the sale of scores of the 
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eleven-volume New Testament in Christmas 
boxes. 

Near Chicago, students of Wheaton College, 
conceiving the unique idea of distributing Gos- 
pels at football 
games, pre- 
pared little en- 
Welopes, On 
which was 
printed a state- 
ment obtained 
from Coach 
Stagg — “the 
grand old man 
One VC ate O 
University” — 
over his own 
SMiypuine) tall © Oe 
“This little vol- 
ume will help 
us all to win in 
thes amen OF 
life,’ and dis- 
tributed many thousands of the Gospel of John 
at the various games—36,000 at the North- 
western-Notre Dame game. 

Down in the Southwest, at El Paso, under 
the leadership of “Hess, the Bible Man,” sup- 
ported by the pastors of the churches, 170 
volunteers in one day distributed 10,000 copies 
of the Spanish portions, the interest aroused 
being so great that, had they been available, 
“10,000 more copies could have been used to 
good advantage.” 

Up in the Western Agency groups of busi- 
ness men, uniting in concerted, careful distri- 
bution of the Gospel of John, twice during the 
year purchased for the purpose 50,000 copies, 
which were distributed through “key men, in 
hundreds of communities.” 

Then, again, more than ordinary service was 
rendered by hundreds of individual volunteers. 
A drummer in his rounds talked of Christ and 
left a penny portion among his druggist cus- 
tomers, with the unexpected but Scriptural re- 
sult of gain in his customer’s respect and in- 
crease in his business. A widow of sixty-four 
years left a comfortable home in Florida at the 
earnest appeal of a North Carolina mountain- 
eer to teach reading to the old men and women, 
and there became a Bible distributor. A “ward 
daddy” regularly distributed Scriptures in a 
Veterans’ hospital, one result being that the 
men in one ward formed the habit of reading a 
chapter of the Testament in unison and dis- 
cussing what they had read to their mutual 
advantage. Over in Alabama, the proprietor 
of the “Happy Feed Store” included Bibles 
in his merchandise, “trying to come out even 


ge 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
WHEATON’S DISTRIBUTORS 
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in my Bible sales by making a profit on high- 
priced Bibles to cover the losses on sales to 
poor folk, and no one ever goes without a copy 
for lack of means.” 


Officials Help 

Officials here and there 
have shared in the work. 
An Ohio town mayor per- 
sonally placed over 1,000 
Gospels with individuals 
“who had not previously 
the opportunity to study 
the Word, and 75 New 
Testaments and 10 Bibles 
in homes that did not have 
them.” A state reforma- 
tory superintendent, re- 
ceiving 500 Testaments, 
wrote: “It was the best 
single contribution I have 
had in the seven years of this work. * * * 
We have over 2,400 men. We have gotten 
results with the books * * * over 800 men 
in Sunday school on Sunday; no pressure 
methods, but the regular work. The morale 
of the institution must be better than that 
of any prison in the United States. I at- 
tribute most of this to religious literature, the 
Word of God itself, and the Holy Spirit that 
still dwells in the hearts of men.” From 
Arkansas comes word of a new law enacted by 
the state legislature requiring the reading of 
the Bible without comment in the public 
schools, and carrying the preamble— 

Whereas the Supreme Court of the United States 
has held that this is a Christian nation, and that the 
Bible is not a sectarian book ; 

Whereas the Bible is the principal source of our 
civilization and the best book in the world on good 
citizenship and good government; Therefore be it 


enacted, etc. 
Organizations Share 


Organizations also share in this work as the 


YOUNG 
PEOPLE’S 
SOCIETIES 
HELP 


$ ONE BOOK FOR 
AL! PEOPLE 


Lutheran 
young 
people 
Eureka 
California 


Society shares in their work. Typical of the 
width of this service is a list helped by the 
Pacific Agency. Mission boards and book- 
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stores of twelve denominations (Seventh Day 
Adventists, Baptist, Congregational, Methodist 
Episcopal, Free Methodist, Lutheran, Pres- 
byterian, Pentecostal Movement, Plymouth 


“SUFFER LITTLE CHILDREN TO COME UNTO ME” 
Sixty-seven orphans who were presented Bibles by the Northwestern Agency. 


Brethren, Apostolic Faith, Assemblies of 
God, Latter Day Saints), 2 ministerial 
associations, 2 hospital boards, 5 seamen’s mis- 
sions, and such general activities as the Salva- 
tion Army, Hawaiian Missionary Board, Bible 
Institute of Los Angeles, One-by-one Club, 
Four Square Book Rooms, Western Keswick 
Missionary Movement, were served by it. 

The supply of Scriptures in their languages 
to foreigners was not only considerable, but 
brought surprise. For example, one would 
expect to hear of large work among Mexicans 
along the Texas and southern California bor- 
ders, but not to read of large numbers of Mexi- 
cans in Pennsylvania, and that there are thirty 
Mexicans around Chicago today for every 
Mexican there ten years ago. Not only were 
Scriptures supplied to peoples from Asiatic and 
European lands, but they were often purchased 
by the various nationals to send to friends and 
families across the Atlantic and the Pacific. 


A Trail of Blessings 


The work is more than the simple distribu- 
tion of the Scriptures, important as that is. As 
the workers pass up and down the crowded 
streets of the cities, out into scattered rural 
communities, and sift into regions where iso- 
lated homes alone are found, they leave behind 
a trail of many blessings. Lives and homes are 
transformed, hungry hearts fed with the Bread 
of Life, slothful hands stimulated to Christian 
effort, misconceptions removed, and those in 
distress of soul guided into peace. Only some 
sample illustrations may be given. 

An old man sees a colporteur visiting each 
house in his city block, inquires his business 
and exclaims: “I ain’t seen a Bible nor read 
out 0’ one since I was a little boy at home,”— 
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takes a Testament, and a few weeks later dis- 
covers the colporteur and says: “Brother, I’ve 
read this here book ev’ry day, an’ afore I had 
it a week I begun to pray, an’ God has heered 
me, an’ saved me, an’ I’m a new man.” 

A family from the Tennessee mountains is 
found in a wretched home of a northern city 
slum. Every member is illiterate. The col- 
porteur puts them in touch with a social settle- 
ment. A year later he finds all neatly clothed, 
in a clean home, making progress in their stud- 
ies and regularly attending church and Sun- 
day school. As a Bible salesman he has noth- 
ing to report. For when he made his first call, 
no one in the house could read. When he made 
his second call, a miracle had already transpired 
in their hearts and lives, and they had bought 
a Bible elsewhere. This surely was his fruit. 

Joy Results 

An old colored woman finds with joy a Bible 
in large enough print for her to read and faces 
the possibility of ejection from her home by 
drawing on money accumulated for her rent. 


2 Z 
, 


Young Filipinos supplied 
with Bibles for study 


An old man outside his crude shack in a 
city slum is found trying to read a few soiled 
and torn pages left of a Bible which he had 
bought fifty years before, page after page hav- 
ing been lost in his wanderings up and down 
the land, he not having money to buy another. 
With what emotion he receives a large-type 
Testament ! 

A veteran colporteur catches the attention of 
two salesmen at a county fair when they ask, 
“What is your line?” by answering, “I am sell- 
ing a light, a mirror and a two-edged sword— 
all in one.” The result—an earnest conversa- 
tion and both salesmen purchase Bibles to take 
home for family reading. Another colporteur 
joins gatherings of teachers, arouses their en- 
thusiasm for the importance of the Bible, and 
‘through them spreads its sale and teaching. 

A despondent woman tells a colporteur : “My 


ALL ONE IN CHRIST JESUS 
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husband and my child have died. I have noth- 
ing to live for now. But I am afraid to die.” 
His tact and sympathy attract. She purchases 
a Testament, he agreeing to refund the price 
if it does not bring her real comfort. When he 
calls after a month, she, with joyful face, ex- 
claims: “If you expect to take that Testament, 
you’re mistaken. I want to keep it and buy a 
Bible. The reading of God’s Word has saved 
me, soul and body. I am glad to be alive.” 
Various Methods and Results 
Distribution, of course, has taken various 
forms. An enthusiastic minister-colporteur 
bends his energy to persuading pastors and 
church officers to put Bibles in church pews. 
An illustrative result :—The pastor of the First 
Baptist Church, Syracuse, New York, writes 
that the thousand Bibles in their church pews 
not only had an influence on the congregation 
by their very presence, but they were used in 
a Sunday morning series of careful expository 
studies of the New Testament, in a chapter-by- 
chapter study at the weekly prayer meetings, 


Christian American-Chinese 
happy recipients of Christmas Bibles 


and by Sunday-school classes instead of les- 
son leaflets. 

All is not smooth sailing. ‘Take your cursed 
book . . . and get out of my house,” shouted 
a woman, as she threw the Bible at the colpor- 
teur on learning that he was a Protestant. 

This, however, is exceptional. More often 
eagerness for the Word is discovered. A bar- 
ber struck a bargain to give a colporteur 14 
shaves in return for a Bible, and, “of course, 
14 Bible lessons went along with the 14 shaves, 
thrown in for good measure.” In another case 
the colporteur was the one to receive the “good 
measure, pressed down, * * * and running 
over,” when an old lady found him with a 
Spanish Bible and herself without money but 
with a large sack of beans, and an exchange 
profitable to both was made. A family greatly 
desiring a Bible, but having no cash, gave in 
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exchange a nice fat hen, and, “in addition, 
dressed it beautifully.” 
Unlikely Places 

Unlikely places have repaid the colporteur’s 
courage in visiting them. “In a little shack not 
much larger than a Ford car, I found an old 
man living alone in great poverty. Appearances 
indicated that he would neither have the means 
nor the interest to purchase; but great was 
the surprise when the man, remarking that he 
had remained home in the hope that the colpor- 
teur would come, counted out his nickels and 
pennies, and purchased a cheap Bible.” 

A widow was found living with her son in a 
tiny little hut made out of old boards and pieces 
of tin salvaged out of the town dump near by. 
When she learned how cheaply a Bible could be 
had, she bought one, hugged it to her heart and 
thanked the colporteur for bringing such a 
blessing to her humble home. 


“T Will Win Them.” 


There is often great longing for the Word. 
The night schools for the mountain whites in 


North Carolina and neighboring sections re- 
port case after case of adults who became liter- 
ate that they might read the Bible. One teacher 
says the Bible has been the greatest inspira- 
tion for achievement of anything she has ever 
used, and without it her attendance would have 
been cut in half. One man, forty years old, 
continued for six years in succession without 
missing a night, “and you can’t guess why I 
am so regular. I have eight children, and I 
am trying to win a Bible for all of them. 1 
have won six. Now I have two more years to 
go, but I will win them. And what I have 
learned will stick by me through life. I am a 
better citizen, a better man, and I have bettered 
myself.” 

Mention should, and only mention can, be 
made of the work in the ports of our great 
land. Naturally, one thinks of those on the 
Atlantic and Pacific coasts, where faithful and 
fruitful work goes on from year to year. But 
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it is a surprise to many that there are ten deep- 
water harbors along our Gulf shores, and that 
New Orleans is second only to New York in 
United States foreign commerce. Through its 
colporteurs, and more largely through its cor- 
respondents and volunteer workers, the Society 
is supplying thousands of volumes in many 
languages to those who come from, and sail to, 
foreign shores. 


The Radio Spreads the Word and So Do Cars 


The radio, which sends our passages of the 
Scriptures from different great centers in the 
United States, does a real service. That at San 
Francisco, under the guidance of the Pacific 
Agency, has rendered this service daily for 
eight years at the noon hour immediately suc- 
ceeding the announcement of twelve o’clock 
from the U. S. Naval Station. Eight years, 
daily! It would not have been done did not 
KPO have proof it was desired. 


Depositories on wheels, such as that of Mr. 
Jones of Albany and Mr. Hesseltine of the 
Southwest, are aids rendered by the automobile. 


FOUR OF NELS THOMSON’S— 
FLEET OF SIXTY CARS | 


Over on the Pacific coast the Gospel Car Mis- 
sion of Nels Thomson used sixty cars and 
trucks through the year in scattering the seed | 
from Vancouver on the north to San Diego 
on the south. Indeed, cars have been busy in 
this work all over our broad land. | 
Auxiliaries Help | 
Several of the state Bible Societies, notably 
in New England and Maryland, are continu-. 
ing their task of meeting the Scripture needs 
in their own states and, at the same time, are 
helping through their contributions with our 
world-wide work. In other parts of the coun- 
try there are local auxiliary Bible Societies 
which report the distribution work which they 
are able to do in their own communities ; while 
other similar local societies are transmitting 
their funds to the central organization, relying 
on us to meet the local needs. 
All in all, 1930 was a year of earnest service 
and large accomplishment in our home field. 


Distribution Abroad 


A™ OST without exception throughout 
the foreign work of the Society the world- 
wide economic depression has been reflected in 
increased difficulties of circulation by sales and 
in lessened income from the churches in these 
countries. At some points these conditions have 
brought about an actual reduction in circulation 


of Scriptures. Often this has been due to local 
occurrences, such as revolutions, hurricanes, 
and wars. Nevertheless, there is scarcely a 
point in the field in which there are not en- 
couraging factors and encouraging indications. 

From many quarters reminders come that 
less favorable material prosperity of life is 
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leading multitudes to think more seriously of 
moral and spiritual needs. In many areas the 
shortening of personal resources has led to the 
purchase of larger numbers of portions in place 
of Bibles or Testaments. In other places, spe- 
cial efforts in undeveloped areas have brought 
about an increased circulation. All in all, 
though a year of unusual perplexity and strain 
for the Society’s agents and workers, there is 
no occasion to feel that the opportunities for 
effective distribution of the Great Book are any 
the less, but rather only occasion to regret that 
resources did not make possible the greater 
achievements to which opportunity constantly 
beckons on every hand. 


Latin America 

Almost every part of Latin America has felt 
the economic depression, some parts more than 
others. With this, and particularly in conse- 
quence of it, there have been revolutions in 
Argentina, Brazil, Peru, Bolivia, and Panama. 
Political disturbances have agitated other coun- 
tries also. These conditions have in many areas 
made sales more difficult. The activities of the 
Million Testaments Campaign for Latin Amer- 
ica, to which the Society has supplied consid- 
erable quantities of books, have at many points 
been welcomed with enthusiasm; while at 
others dissatisfaction has appeared where the 
principles of the campaign for free distribution 
have not been well carried out. The purpose 
of the campaign has been to give the New 
Testament to all who will agree to read it, but 
insufficient supervision has resulted, at places, 
in wastage and misuse of books. At other 
points the campaign has been the cause of re- 
newed evangelistic activities under careful 
guidance, and church members have been stim- 
ulated to increase personal work. 

Donations and Wastage 

There have also appeared very wide and less 
carefully planned free distributions of large 
quantities of Testaments and portions, which 
no doubt have had much to do with the reduc- 
tion in the Society’s sales. Such extensive free 
distribution as is carried on from a number of 
centers by various organizations inevitably re- 
sults not only in wastage of books and the 
duplication of effort, but in the raising of bar- 
riers against the books, which come to be de- 
spised as pieces of propaganda matter. 

In the West Indies 

In the West Indies, in spite of the hurricane 
in Santo Domingo and the economic situation, 
the circulation has held up well and special 
efforts have produced satisfactory results. The 
active force of colporteurs has canvassed 
seventy-three cities and towns in a house-to- 
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house visitation. Particular attention has been 
given to work among the police of Havana and 
among the soldiers and sailors in the port. A 
special effort to reach hospitals and sanitariums 
succeeded in placing more than 1,300 Bibles 
and Testaments without charge in hospitals in 
Porto Rico, Cuba, Haiti, Martinique, and the 
Dominican Republic, to minister to those who 
so often need healing of the spirit as well as 
healing of the body. The Secretary of the 
Agency has been characteristically active in the 
presentation of the claims of the Bible by radio 
and public addresses and by articles in periodi- 
cals. There are evidences of the favorable 
attitude of the daily press to the work. The 
formation of the Evangelical Church of Porto 
Rico by the union of three denominations looks 
forward to the strengthening of missionary 
activities and increased demand for Scriptures. 


In Mexico 


In Mexico, there is ground for much hope 
in the ardent evangelical spirit of the national 
churches which are steadily growing and ad- 
justing themselves to the regulations of the 
government. The sales of Bibles in Mexico 
City has doubled in the year; and in the coun- 
try as a whole, one-fourth more Bibles were 
sold in 1930 than in the previous year. The 
need of the Indians of Mexico, among whom 
large numbers of adults do not well understand 
any dialect but their own, is calling more atten- 
tion to the urgency of new editions for them. 
The support of the churches is encouraging. 


In the Upper Andes 


In the Upper Andes Agency, including south- 
ern Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, and Bolivia, 
ee there has been an excellent 
growth in circulation both 
of Bibles and of portions. 
No doubt an increase in 
Testaments would have been 
shown if it had not been for 
the influence of the Million 
Testaments Campaign. In 
Peru, the disorganization of 
the mail service at the time 
of the revolutionary excite- 
ment has made some diff- 
*| culties; but the active work 
c_mnnm~—=rs=s| of some congregations, 
CHOLO WOMA where a large proportion of 
yoy mee the members of the church 
undertook to distribute by sales, resulted in a 
splendid advance and a thorough distribution 
in the area affected. 

In Central America 

In the Caribbean Agency the circulation has 

grown in spite of conditions. The appearance 
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of large quantities of free Scriptures in certain 
fields led to more emphasis upon active colpor- 
tage in areas where this free distribution was 
not prominent, with the result of genuine in- 
crease in sales. Through recent years the im- 
portance of missionary work among the Indians 
has received more and more attention from the 
missions, and new publications for this need 
will soon be welcomed. The Bible House in 
Cristobal continues its ministrations to mis- 
sionaries in transit from their fields and 
through the Canal, representatives of twenty- 
two missionary organizations having been shel- 
tered there from a day to a week. 


In the La Plata 

In the La Plata Agency, which covers Argen- 
tina, Chile, Uruguay, and Paraguay, economic 
factors including revolutionary movements and 
a flood of free Scriptures for distribution have 
affected the circulation. However, the distri- 
bution of whole Bibles has increased, and active 
colportage has shown its penetrating value. 
The great areas of this Agency have led to the 
development of “Bible coaches,” or motor cars 
built especially for colportage, and four mis- 
sionary bodies as well as the Agency itself oper- 
ate one or more such coaches. The irregulari- 
ties of rail service and the widely scattered 
populations make this interesting method of 
distribution of very considerable value. One 
sees that the areas of this Agency have hardly 
begun to be explored, when one realizes how 
many sections, such as the great Chaco region, 
are scarcely touched, in spite of the regular 
efforts of a limited number of ardent workers. 
But the work is pressed on persistently. 

In Brazil 

In Brazil, although the disturbances incident 
to the revolution were the cause of a decrease 
in the total circulation, the way was laid for 
active efforts in the distribution of the Scrip- 
tures to the soldiers in the hospitals and camps 
with very considerable success. A character- 
istic picture of the spirit of the colporteurs and 
the difficulties of their work flashes out from 
this passage from a colporteur’s letter: “In 
Campos Novos, a settlement forty-two miles 
from the railroad, I spent three days, preached 
four times, visited from house to house and left 
the blessed Word of God in every one. At the 
first meeting, the policeman, who was known 
to be opposed to the gospel, was present ; he was 
deeply impressed, bought copies of the Gospels 
and attended all the meetings. A drinking man, 
who said he took another drink in order to get 
up courage to give me a beating, was repri- 
manded by the policeman and threatened with 
imprisonment if he molested me.” The oppor- 
tunities afforded by the fine and far-extended 
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road system, by which two colporteurs with a 
car could cover the rapidly growing settlements 
that are untouched, still wait for the needed 
resources. A depository has been opened in 
Sao Paulo, from which it is hoped to serve 
more effectively this great coffee-growing state. 


The Near East 
Turkey 

In the Levant Agency, the barriers to dis- 
tribution in Turkey continue to be almost 1m- 
penetrable; but there are gradual indications 
that, in the course of time, this situation will 
change, and in the meanwhile the work on the 
revised Turkish New Testament is being 
pressed with diligence, in the hope that it will 
be ready for the opening that must surely come. 
One encouraging indication is that the hos- 
tility with which the forced introduction of 
roman letters was greeted is beginning to wear 
away. The distribution of the Scriptures here 
shares the limitations of all publications in this 
land, where the majority of homes do not pos- 
sess any book, and where the total circulation 


of daily and weekly periodicals does not ex- 
ceed 60,000 in a population of 13,000,000. 


Egypt and Syria 


In the Arabic-Levant Agency, the issues for 
1930 show an increase of 3,000 Bibles. Two 


THE COLPORTEUR INTERESTS THE WHOLE 
FAMILY 


new publications, it is hoped, will be of consid- 
erable aid in the work—a new Arabic refer- 
ence Bible printed in Vienna, which has been 
long desired, and a Gospel of St. Luke repro- 
duced by photography from a copy prepared in 
the ornate chirography of the North African 
Arabic scholar. Distribution both in Syria and 
Egypt has continued active, and there is likeli- 
hood of considerable advance in the supply of 
Scriptures to Armenians in Syria. The co- 
operation of the national churches and mission- 
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ary bodies is marked, and developments of 
great value are awaiting additional funds. In 
May, Mr. C. S. Bell, formerly a missionary of 
the United Presbyterian Church in Egypt, ac- 
cepted appointment as Agency Secretary. 
Bulgaria and Greece 

After an earthquake disaster in one year and 
a drought in the next, Bulgaria’s hope for bet- 
ter times has again been shattered by the col- 
lapse of the market for grain, and there has 
been a slight falling off in sales. Difficult but 
greatly needed colportage has been carried on 
in the Rhodope Mountains in the southeast, 
among a people of whom part are Turkish Mo- 
hammedans and part are Bulgarian Mohamme- 
dans converted by force from Christianity gen- 
erations ago. Some day this pioneering work 
among this rough, stalwart folk will bear fruit 
in a new outlook upon life for the entire com- 
munity. A copy of the Bulgarian Scriptures 
donated by the Society has been presented by 
the evangelical churches to King Boris and 
the new young Queen. In Greece, in spite of 
sickness among the colporteurs, the work, 
reaching out from Salonika through Mace- 
donia and Thrace, continues steadfast, in the 
face of both difficulties and encouragements. 
A considerable interest is being shown by teach- 
ers in the lyceums and by the principals of 
the lower schools in larger towns. 


The Far East 


China Takes 4,177,000 


China continues to evidence the great de- 
mand for Scriptures that has characterized it 
in recent years. 


The badly interrupted condi- 
tions of transportation 
due to civil war and ban- 
ditry resulted in the de- 
crease in the circulation 
figures of 5,325,000 in 
1929 to 4,177,000 in 
1930. A similar decrease, 
though not so large, is 
reflected in the China is- 
sues of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society 
and of the National Bible 
Society of Scotland. A 
more conservative policy 
in the use of voluntary 
workers has also had its effect upon the total 
of circulation, but, it is believed, has improved 
its effectiveness. An encouraging item is a 33 
percent increase in the circulation of whole 
Bibles. 


A BIBLE WOMAN WHO 
HELPS DISTRIBUTION 


Some Who Helped 
General Chang Chih-kiang has for a third 
time made a large contribution for the sale, 
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at a reduced price, of leather-bound Bibles and 
Testaments, and for the distribution of these 
books to soldiers, seminary students and young 
ministers, and to personal friends whom he 
delights so to benefit. His outspoken indorse- 
ment of the Scriptures was supplemented on 
the occasion of “Bible Sunday” by a truly 
remarkable series of statements from men in 
public life in China. 

The rapid expansion of the Thousand Char- 
acters Movement, a great force for literacy in 
China, has resulted in the preparation, by the 
three Bible Societies and the National Chris- 
tian Council jointly, of lists of the next char- 
acters to be learned to enable one, who has 
mastered the first thousand, to read the New 
Testament. It is hoped that this measure will 
be of large aid in developing the literacy of 
the Christian community, especially in rural 
districts. There is also a revived demand for 
Scriptures in both characters and phonetics. 


It is a pleasure to note the steady progress 
of the South China Bible Society and the en- 
couraging response made to it. This is en- 
tirely a national group with which the British 
and American Bible Societies cooperate. Con- 
tributions received by it from the churches 
are devoted to the world-wide work of the 
Bible Societies; while colportage and miscel- 
laneous expenses are met by member fees. 


The Sunrise Kingdom 


In Japan, the economic conditions have af- 
fected most seriously the rural areas, and there 
the decrease 
10 Cinceulae 
tion has been 
marked. The 
total circula- 
tion shows a 
decline of 13 
per cent, but 
still reaches 
a totalvot 
over 750,000 
copies. A 
large distri- 
bution of the 
New Testa- 
mentina 
special ten- 
sen edition 
is hoped for 
through the 
“Kingdom 
o fi, Gio d 
Movement.” 
Encouraging 
indications 
are the read- 


AROUSING INTEREST 


THE HAPPY RESULT 


Suzuki is Japan’s most efficient 
colporteur. 
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iness of the managers of the Imperial Hotel 
to place Bibles in their hotel rooms, and the 
reception given to the distribution of portions 
at a great Buddhist festival in Tokyo. 
Siam 

In Siam, a considerably enlarged circulation 
is noted, due to 
the ardency of 
some of the mis- 
sionary force for 
free distribution. 
The willingness of 
the people to re- 
ceive the books 
and to read them 
appears to be most 
marked. Steady 
efforts are being 
made to press for- 
ward into the 
mountain re- 
gions of North 
Siam to lay the 
foundations of 
more extended 
work among these primitive unserved tribes. 


A Multilingual Island Group 


In the Philippine Islands, a greater number 
of people have been reached than ever before, 
in spite of adverse economic conditions. A\l- 
though the sale of whole Bibles has decreased, 
that of New Testaments has held its own, and 
that of portions increased. The leading dia- 
lects continue vigorous, and, although English 
is very widely used, it will be a very far day 
before any one language will meet the needs 
of this multilingual island group. Eight lan- 
guages native to the islands are actively in- 
cluded in the Society’s distribution. One or 
two dialects are beginning to disappear through 
the influence of predominant neighboring 
tongues, and there yet remain three, possibly 
four, more in which the Scriptures should be 
provided soon to keep in advance of the prog- 
ress of missionary endeavor. Among the lat- 
ter is included the Moro dialect spoken on 
the island of Lanao, where a shift from Arabic 
to Roman characters has resulted in a marked 
advance of literacy. Sailboat and motor car 
are large factors in the success of the distribu- 
tion, and more of such equipment is needed. 
A heavy program of publication has been 
carried forward, but much remains to be done 
to provide Scriptures still required. 


Europe, Africa, and the Islands 


Outside of the thirty-six countries reached 
by the Foreign Agencies of the Society, co- 
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operation with American or national mission- 
ary organizations furthers the distribution of 
the Scriptures in many additional areas. 

In Europe, this includes Norway, Sweden, 
Denmark, Finland, Belgium, Germany, Po- 
land, Czechoslovakia, France, Switzerland, and 
Italy. 

Again the record must show, alas, that the 
doors of Russia are still closed to the Scrip- 
tures, and, so far as information is available, 
no publication of the Scriptures has taken 
place there. But it can well be believed that 
multitudes of Russian Christians warmly cher- 
ish the Bibles which they possess. 

In Africa 

Three considerable shipments were made 
during the year to Africa. One was of five 
thousand Luragoli New Testaments for the 
use of the American Friends Mission in Kenya 
Colony, where the demand for these Scrip- 
tures has been particularly active. This is the 
second shipment of that number since the New 
Testament was published in 1928. Five thou- 
sand New Testaments in Bulu were sent to 
the Presbyterian Mission in Cameroun, reach- 
ing a total of 20,800 Bulu New Testaments 
since 1926. A call for help from the Congo 
Mission of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, in Belgian Congo, brings out interest- 
ing facts concerning the movement of lan- 
guages in Africa. The Swahili tongue, having 
Zanzibar as its fountainhead, is steadily and 
swiftly making itself the common tongue of 
a whole section of Africa, especially as labor- 
ers move from one part of the country to 
another; and now it has progressed from the 
East coast of Africa along the railroad lines 
into the center, and this invading tongue in 
course of time threatens to extinguish the local 
vernaculars. A shipment of fifteen hundred 
New Testaments and other large portions in 
this language was deeply appreciated. 

The Isles of the Pacific 

In the islands of the Pacific, two groups 
have received shipments this year. To the 
London Mission representatives in the Gilbert 
Islands there went five hundred books in that 
language. The mission is rejoicing in the ex- 
pectation of the fifth successive missionary 
steamer, the John Williams, which carries 
the Scriptures and the other supplies that the 
missionary needs throughout this group of 
islands. It was a pleasure to aid the almost 
solitary and deeply devoted work of Mr. R. 
Mader, of the Liebenzeller Mission on the 
island of Truk, by sending him nearly a thou- 
sand Scripture portions. Even these far-away 
islands have felt the depression: the meager re- 
sources of the islanders are sadly crippled. 
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Distribution to the Blind 


A noteworthy service was rendered to the 
blind during the year.. The distribution of 
individual embossed volumes of the Scriptures 
rose to the high total of 4,142, of which 3,121 
were in Revised Braille, 543 in Moon, 372 in 
New York Point, and the remaining 106 in 
Line Letter and Braille. 

A new edition of 2,000 of the highly prized 
Small Vol- 
lie 2. “Oy t 
Senipture 
Passages 
was issued 
in Revised 
Braille, the 


Childhood 


EB 
Vio jae fi 


previous edition having 
been exhausted, and 1,083 
of the new edition were 
distributed; 800 of them 
going to schools for the blind for use in respon- 
sive reading, and 200 to individuals as Christmas 
presents, in response to names sent by workers 
among the blind. It is worthy of note that 
the blind and their friends paid the special 
price of 50 cents a volume for about 94 per 
cent of the 3,059 regular volumes distributed 
during the year. The total expenditure by 


BLINDNESS HITS, OUR SOCIETY HELPS, THEM ALL— 
CHILDHOOD, YOUTH AND OLD AGE, 
ABROAD AS AT HOME 


the Society for this work among the blind in 
1930 was $12,386.37. Special funds sufficient 
to meet the difference between the total cost 
and the amount received for the volumes were 
generously supplied by Christian friends. 
Giving the Blind a Choice 

During the year an Interpoint Braille edi- 
tion of the Bible following the Authorized 
Version was 
brought out 
in 20 vol- 
umes, in the 
new _ stand- 
anal, Size, Ill 
by 11 inches ; 
Old age 


and a similar edition of 
the Bible following the 
American Standard Re- 
vised Version was com- 
pleted. Thus the blind now have the same 
choice that the sighted have between the two 
versions in English. 

The main service abroad was again in Japa- 
nese Braille, in which 603 volumes were dis- 
tributed. The Society has now issued 82,756 
volumes at home and 12,536 abroad or a total 
of 95,292 volumes. 


Workers 


A decided increase in the number of col- 
porteurs, correspondents, and voluntary work- 
ers has been reported for 1930. ‘The total 
was 5,251, as against 4,637 for the year before. 

Of these, 362 were colporteurs, 1,946 cor- 
respondents, and 2,943 voluntary workers; the 
similar figures for the year before being 330 
colporteurs, 1,713 correspondents, and 2,594 
voluntary workers. The Home Agencies re- 
ported 1,793 workers, being an increase of 
375. The Foreign Agencies reported 302 col- 
porteurs, 1,245 correspondents, and 1,785 vol- 
untary workers, or a total of 3,332. Foreign 
correspondents so far heard from report 126. 

The Agency Secretaries and the general of- 
ficers at headquarters are not included in the 
above figures; and, of course, there were 
many, many other Christians, both at home 
and abroad, who helped to distribute the Word. 

The Bible Society is indebted in large meas- 
“ure to them all for the accomplishment of its 
great task. But even more indebted are the 


A FILIPINO PASTOR SELLS SCRIPTURES 


many to whom, through them, has come the 
Word of God, each in his or her own tongue, 
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Translation and Revision 


HE dilatory efforts to send the gospel 

out made by multitudes of those blessed 
by it; and the suspicion, selfishness, and in- 
difference of those to whom it cores, are great 
barriers to its expansion. But there is an- 
other barrier that comes first. Not first in 
extent, thank God. By the efforts of mis- 
sionaries and Bible Societies this barrier has 
been leveled for millions of mankind. But it 
is first in order for those other millions be- 
tween whom and the gospel it still rises—the 
barrier of language—the unknown tongue. 


How shall a man understand the gospel even 
if it were before him, if it be in a language 
which he knows not? Even if it be in a lan- 
guage which he knows, but which is not his 
mother tongue, it speaks in accents strange 
and confused. Translators, revisers, and 
printers are steadfastly at work breaking down 
this first barrier, in order that, through clear 
and idiomatic expression, the true and trans- 
forming light may shine out from the words 
of the Book. The year 1930 adds its record 
to the progress in removing this barrier. 


North and South Americas 


In North America, the translation of Acts 
in Cheyenne by the Rev. Rodolphe Petter has 
been published and added to that of the Four 
Gospels. 

Mam 

The Society’s aid to Mr. and Mrs. H. Dud- 
ley Peck, of the Presbyterian Church of the 
U. S. A., and their hard and devoted labor 
have borne fruit in the publication at Quezal- 
tenango, Guatemala, also helped by the Pioneer 
Mission Agency, of a tentative edition of the 
Gospel of John in Mam. This tentative form 
is being tested out in the four dialect sections 
of the Mam tribe while the work on the 
translation of the rest of the New Testament 
goes forward. It is anticipated that, when 
completed, this will be an achievement of high 
quality. 

Cakchiquel 

In spite of many technical difficulties, the 
development of a standard format for the 
Indian and Spanish diglots has been worked 
out in connection with the Cakchiquel New 
Testament, the translation of which was re- 
ported last year, and after the long and metic- 
ulous proofreading required this new and 
valuable book will shortly be out. 


Aymara 
The manuscript of the Four Gospels and 
Acts in Aymara was received from Mr. H. 
C. McKinney, the translator, who, with Mr. 


Angel Medina, has been at work on this for 
some time. The Gospel of Mark, previously 
received, has been printed and issued. 


The Near East 


Turkish in Roman Characters 

In the Near East, there was great satis- 
faction in the issuance of the first of the por- 
tions of the Revised New Testament in Turk- 
ish, roman letters, the Gospel according to 
St. Matthew having been brought from the 
press just before Bible Sunday in December, 
1930. Other Gospels are on the press. The 
Rev. Dr. F. W. MacCallum, of the American 
Board mission, who is in charge of the trans- 
lation, writes: “The Turkish mind seems to 
work in the reverse order from ours. They 
begin where we finish.” An illustration of 
this is the literal translation of the Golden 
Rule from Turkish back into the English; 
thus: ‘“‘men-of you-to doings-their would- 
what-ye all that may-be, ye also them-to like- 
wise do-ye.” Yet, confusing as this may seem 
to our English order of thought, testimony is 
being given that the new translation combines 
both everyday language and dignity of style. 


Arabic in Decorative Chirography 


In response to a request of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society in behalf of Moslem 
preference in North Africa, where conserva- 
tive Moslems disapprove of the simplified 
characters involved in the typeset form of 
Arabic, the Society has published, under the 
supervision of the Rev. Percy Smith, an edi- 
tion of the Gospel according to St. Luke in 
the decorative chirography approved by these 
Mohammedan scholars. It is hoped that this 
will in a real degree disarm prejudice, and 
open doors to the entrance of the Word. The 
text is that of the widely used Van Dyck 
version. 


The Far East 
Siamese 

The outstanding achievement of the year in 
the Far East is the completion of the pro- 
longed revision of the Siamese New Testa- 
ment. This has been the work of a committee 
headed by the Rev. Paul A. Eakin, on which 
have worked all or part of the time the Rev. 
Pluang Suddhikam, the Rev. Kim Heng Man- 
garabhandhu, the Rev. Charoen Skoolkan, Kru 
Charoen Wichi, Kru Sook Pongsanoi, Nai 
Trung, and Nai Saart. Additional counsel 
was given by Mr. A. W. Cooper, Miss Anna- 
bel Galt, Mr. Herbert W. Stewart, and Sec- 
retary Irwin. Early in 1931, the committee 
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will begin upon the revision of the Old Testa- 
ment. 
Miao 

A noteworthy pioneering effort is that of 
Mr. C. K. Trung and his wife, L’mai, in their 
exploration of the linguistic 
situation among the Miao in 
the hill country of North 
Siam, a primitive people 
hardly touched by mission- 
ary work. Here, amid con- 
stant handicaps to health 
and well-being, far from 
friends of their own race 
and of Christian faith, these 
two have settled and are en- 
deavoring to master the 
Miao tongue with the aid of 
a Haw (Yunnan Chinese) 


who understands Miao and — 


Nai Trung (left) and 


P’Ya Yae—Headman Whom Nai Trung can un- 


derstand from his own 
knowledge of Chinese. In the words of Secre- 
tary Irwin, “although these valiant workers 
are but ten days’ travel from home, they are 
a thousand years away in civilization.” Nai 
Trung, a man of education, experience and 
fine spirit, had been the head of the Bangkok 
office of the Agency. 


The Philippine Islands 


Few Americans realize the complex linguis- 
tic situation that government administrators 
and missionaries alike have to face in that 
great congeries of islands small and large that 
is the Philippines. It is, perhaps, generally 


REVISING THE OLD TESTAMENT IN TAGALOG 


Dr. Chas. N. Magill Rev. Leon Bana 


assumed, but incorrectly, that the teaching of 
English has been so widespread and thorough, 
in the thirty years of activity by American 


Rev. Agaton Pascual 
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educational energy, that the linguistic problems 
have disappeared. But it appears at present 
that it will be a most distant day when Eng- 
lish, though widely known, especially among 
the younger people, becomes the universal 
tongue. Indeed, the patriotic tendency on the 
part of the Filipinos points rather more in 
the direction of their hope that some one of 
the island tongues will gradually become dom- 
inant. Even this is a long distance off. Some 
dialects, like Ibanag and Ifugao, have already 
begun to dwindle under the pressure of the 
more useful and more dominating Ilocano. 


Read the List 


Seven of the leading languages—lIlocano, 
Tagalog, Cebuan, Bicol, Panayan, Pangasinan, 
and Pampangan—have the whole Bible. Four 
of these languages are spoken by from one 
million to three million each; one by about 
800,000, and the remaining two by about 300,- 
000. Two more—Samarefio and Ibanag— 
have the whole New Testament. The former 
is of large importance, and work on the Old 
Testament is being actively carried forward. 
Ifugao, Moro Sulu, and the Bontoc and 
Benguet dialects of Igorot have already had 
a single Gospel. The advance of mission 
work in the island of Mindanao and in Sulu 
is bringing about efforts at more complete 
translation for the Cotobato and Lanao Mo- 
hammedans in Mindanao, and for the Moros 
(Mohammedans) in Sulu. Requests for a 
translation have also come from a group rep- 
resenting 25,000 Cuyano people of the island 
of Cuyo. 

A Big Responsibility 


When one adds to this active and much- 
needed work the revision of the early trans- 
lations made many years ago in the larger 
dialects, one can realize what an extended re- 
sponsibility for the support of the work of 
translating the Scriptures for these island peo- 
ples is laid directly on American Christians. 


Africa 
Bulu 
The Bulu New Testament was reprinted 
during the year. Other translation work is 
now going on among tribes for which nothing 
has yet been published, and questions of or- 
thography are being settled. 


Publication 


HE year 1930 was remarkable in many 
ways. As in other fields, the higher- 
priced volumes did not sell as freely as in the 
previous year. The cheaper books, however, 
and particularly the one-cent portions, were 


very much in demand. A new record in the 
history of the Society was set up for the sale 
of one-cent portions in English and other lan- 
guages in the United States—the total being 
4,636,025, as compared with 4,479,246, the 
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previous high record which was made in 1927. 
In 1927, the new books were first available, 
and there was a special campaign carried on 
which helped to increase the distribution. 
Truly, this is a remarkable record and one 
that should be given considerable thought in 
appraising the year just completed. 


On account of the very large issue of por- 
tions, the total issues for the year from the 
Bible House were very much larger than in 
the year before: 


1929 1930 
Bib lestsar irs none ne ee sons 244,396 245,343 
Mlvescamients armani vera 390,042 387,480 
ROLiOnS ee nee cere eee 3,423,725 4,936,313 
Wrolkirenes Wore biG! os Geen connec 397/25 4,142 
Wotan SKemimitRes assccecnaos 4,061,888 5,573,278 


Financial Soundness 


A study of the balance sheet of the Publi- 
cation Department shows an unusually liquid 
position. It is to be noted that there are no 
obligations outstanding at the end of the year, 
and that the amount of cash and marketable 
securities is larger than at any previous time. 
A very interesting item is Accounts Receivable 


of only $5,290.12. 


PuBLicaTIoON DEPARTMENT BALANCE SHEET AS OF DECEMBER 
31, 1930, IncLuptInc Home AGeEencites ScripturE INVENTORY 


Assets 
Scriptures at catalogue value ...... $400,617.41 
Manufacturing inventory ......... 118,438.82 
Machinery and tool§ ..........s... 5,412.20 
Was DIR vrerssttlco crite pate wma eects 68,797.46 
Accounts Recetvable. seuwnysace canoe 5,290.12 
Marketable securities ............. 192,259.64 
(sce aie Pee neein GE MGIa COOC OOO mes 2,179.06 
Deferred expense iscsc cucu cape bes 2,542.87 
Motal “assets! whe cunatacut oot $795,537.58 
Liabilities 
Publication Department 
Home Office balance . $269,612.94 
Investments) 20... 0... 192,258.64 
Accounts receivable 5,290.12 
AGM, wot geustinis er ebin ne 68,797.46 
EL Otal mayne ite he pten ces Ales Octo $535,959.16 
Home Agencies inventory : 156,560.72 
Reserve for, discount ..acu..00s noe 34,875.65 
Eniteresé Pewee teausmnata ts tekken ae 33,888.66 
UTP lUS: Pyelersten eeec Niet oie hae Renee: 34,253.39 
ARC UEN NMG EN ONE IRCCE 4h 5 Aree ries jG choad ot erereetiatne 


$795,537.58 


A Comparison 


A comparison of this balance sheet with that 
of December 31, 1920, is most interesting. 
At that time the inventory was almost double 
what it is today, and there were notes payable 
outstanding to a considerable sum. Inasmuch 
as the Publication accounts and those of the 
General Budget were not separated, it may 
not be fair to allocate the whole of this debt 
to Publication; but we do know that there 
were no marketable securities or cash credited 
to the Publication Department then, and for 
several years it was necessary to take sizable 
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losses in order to liquidate the large inventory 
on hand. 

During the year there was a further slight 
reduction in the catalogue prices of Scriptures, 
and several adjustments were made, particu- 
larly to the stock in the hands of the Agency 
among the Colored People in the United 
States. As in the preceding year, more Scrip- 
tures were sold than were manufactured. In 
this way the Cash and Marketable Security 
Account was increased. The Publication De- 
partment is now in a most liquid position, and 
will be able to finance the making of new 
plates for its English Bibles and the carrying 
of a larger stock for the same if the demand 
seems to justify it. Here, again, the year 


Linotyping Ilocano Bible 


Proofreading 


PUBLISHING IN 
THE PHILIPPINES 


The Japanese earthquake 
in 1923 destroyed the 
plates of Philippine 
Scriptures. Since then 
the whole Bible has 
been revised and printed 
in Pangasinan and Pam- 
pangan, and _ corrected 
and printed in Panayan; 
the New Testament re- 
vised and printed in 
Bicol, Cebuan, Ilocano, 
Samareno, and Tagalog; 
and the Old Testament 
corrected and ptinted in 
Bicol, Cebuan, Ilocano, 
and Tagalog. Revision of Ilocano and Tagalog Testaments 
is proceeding. 


Folding 


1930 may 
progress. 


be written down as a year of 


New Books 


The following new books were produced 
during the year 1930: Cheyenne Acts, Portu- 
guese Brazilian Psalms (Enlarged), Portu- 
guese D’Almeida New Testament, Aymara 
and Spanish St. Mark; 


New books in progress: Cakchiquel and 
Spanish New Testament, English Psalms, 2- 
cent edition, English Pronouncing Bible. 

These two lists record work under the di- 
rection of the New York headquarters, and 
do not cover that carried on by our Foreign 
Agencies, which publish for their areas. 
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Finance 


Ways and Means 


HE year 1930 will be long remembered 

by all religious and charitable agencies 
because of the financial problems created by 
the widespread “depression.”’ While the So- 
ciety’s income was affected by the economic 
situation, the decrease in receipts occurred 
chiefly in the gifts from churches. Gifts from 
individuals reached a total almost equal to that 
of 1929—which was the Society’s banner year 
in income from that source. Such loyalty to 
the cause of Scripture distribution on the part 
of individual friends of the Society in an un- 
usually anxious year is very gratifying. 


Church Bodies Appreciative 

It is heartening to the officers of the Society 
to observe the cordial reception given to them 
by the officials of denominational conferences, 
assemblies, conventions, and synods. That the 
churches of the United States appreciate the 
work carried on by the Society is evidenced 
by the sympathetic attention given to the ad- 
dresses made before official gatherings, and 
by the questions asked and the comments made 
in personal conversations following such ad- 
dresses. In 1930, official gatherings of eight- 
een denominations were visited, and in each 
instance the Society’s work was described and 
its needs outlined. 

The following twenty-three denominations, 
during 1930, each contributed over $500: 


A Lengthening List 
Denominations 


INieinocdistetpiscOpalummcanereten tite ser 
Presbyterian, U. S. A. 
Niethodistm piscopaly Outi asta eo 28,168.19 


Amount 
$67,504.33 


Preslymwomen, WU. S6 gudocae-amauopunonoe 14,920.11 
iReioinaaeel ail Yim, Aooons egos aco oe an 5,299.82 
Conerecationaleand s@hpistiatme a. aera... 3,953.34 
Ginitecmisitheranmnentasuts sits) oom © 3,703.68 
(Chea IReioriteal 1. 500cscnguacugssoue 2,290.77 
African Methodist Episcopal ............ 2225 
ReiGwaee tn WL St vancsensetowecsenonee 1,777.08 
lutheran, Auecustana) synod 2......-.5.- 1,642.74 
Sarena Deny INGNOmise 2 hs ecsccdeonenouc 1,500.00 
Reformed Presbyterian (Covenanter) ... 1,391.66 
Norineeeia INEGI oocgcoeeoccopec cua 1,344.05 
Church of the Nazarene .......... ae 1,194.09 
iniedmistetirens ine G@mtiSte merece nether 1,054.11 
African Methodist Episcopal Zion........ ROA A 
(nitedmleiresiytetsianmmee ee ers erati a ole 1,008.93 
WLS hvoGhist IEMAOHOSBINE su oumccenonacavonse 1,000.00 
Moravian (Northern Province) ......... oie 
Brotestanie A piscOmall meats ae siaeracn 643.76 
INioredavenn IBEBISE cwocoosges snontoeoooSns 638.77 

i Rene Seen pena eer NERS 546.85 


Disciples of Christ 


It is a matter of concern to record that the 
receipts from churches in 1930 were $184,- 
549.74 as compared with $208,900.37 in 1929. 
This decrease of $24,350.63 (11.6 per cent) 
is attributed to no lack of interest in Bible 


distribution, but to the factors associated with 
a period of “hard times.” 

Following are the present percentages of 
the ten denominations which include the So- 
ciety in their budgets: 

Denominations 


Methodist Episcopal, South ........... 
Miewnochist Irisc@pell ooo ucocecveccouwc 


Percentages 


2.451 (2.50) 
1.236 


Prresloyancimarn waridie W, Sn ssosavee000c0s il, 
IRenorsaneal tha ANISH, 5 655caeccenes000 il, 
Wethodistmlenatestarita anya en ee il 
Cumberland Presbyterian ............. I. 
lrasinywemiana; UW, So Ne acct soeauwoancad 80 
Inciormaneel ing Ue WW, Sy asocnceoocceser 46 
Uhotgecl TWN oo oc odowasssoonacuuee De 
Ghiichaortethem > cet ents eeente 137 


The Advisory Council 

Through the annual meeting of the Ad- 
visory Council the Society maintains a help- 
ful and official relationship with the supporting 
denominations. The members of the Advisory 
Council officially appointed by their respective 
denominations meet in New York City early 
each December with the officers and budget 
committee of the Board of Managers, to study 
the proposed budget for the ensuing year and 
to discuss, during such a study, the Society’s 
opportunities and problems. The 1930 session 
of the Advisory Council was held on Decem- 
ber 3 with twenty denominations represented. 
The Council at the conclusion of the day 
expressed itself through a series of “findings,” 
which were printed in the February Recorp. 


Individuals Loyal 

Considering the character of 1930 with its 
disheartening record of unemployment and the 
universally discouraging financial condition, 
the contributions received during the year from 
individual donors formed a gratifying total. 
Not counting gifts which came through the 
Home Agencies ($4,864.57), a total of $166,- 
872.91 was received from this source as com- 
pared with the corresponding total of $170,068 
received in 1929. At the Thanksgiving season 
a special letter of appeal sent to a large frac- 
tion of regular contributors brought in a splen- 
did sum. 


Pension Fund—An Important Step 

Two important steps were taken during the 
year, that have long been under consideration 
by the Board of Managers. The first was the 
setting aside of the net principal amount re- 
ceived from the estate of Isabella A. Yocum 
as a Pension Fund. Mrs. Yocum provided 
in her will that, “In accordance with the ex- 
pressed wish of my late and beloved husband, 
Charles M. Yocum, and my wish and hearty 
approval, I give and bequeath all the rest and 
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residue of my estate to the American Bible 
Society of which my husband was a life mem- 
ber.” She died on April 10, 1928. In De- 
cember, the Board of Managers took the 
following action: 

Resolved: That the net amount received by the 
Society from the estate of Isabella A. Yocum be set 
aside as a Pension Fund. The income from the prin- 
cipal of this fund is to be used for the payment of pen- 
sions as approved by the various committees and the 
Board. 

It seemed particularly appropriate to set 
this amount aside, because Mr. Yocum had 
been the treasurer of the Wayne County Bible 
Society of Ohio for eighteen years. In the 
first three months of 1930 this legacy was 
paid over to the Society, amounting to over 
$200.000. This very large addition to the 
small annual contributions under the budget 
to the pension fund had been needed for many 
years; for the budget appropriation was not 
large enough to cover the accruing liabilities 
for the current budget year. There are about 
three hundred persons in the employ of the 
Society, about half of the number being on 
the foreign field. While the pension fund, 
therefore, is in a better position than ever 
before, it is not yet large enough to put the 
Society’s obligations to its living employees 
on a sound actuarial basis. The Pensions 
Committee, therefore, in the fall of 1930, re- 
quested the Board to seek additions to it. 


Fund for Bible Houses 


The second important step was the found- 
ing of a fund for the purchasing of Bible 
House properties. It was created in the fol- 
lowing manner. A very large legacy was re- 
ceived from the estate of Alma Otis Damon, 
who died on November 7, 1928. This fund, 
which is known as the “Damon Memorial,” 
is a permanent trust fund, and the income only 
can be used for the general purposes of the 
Society. It amounted to about half a million 
dollars, and was the largest addition to the 
permanent fund of the Society in any year 
since its endowment was established in 1910. 
As her executors were able to sell certain 
stocks in her estate in 1929, the amount re- 
ceived was larger than it would have been 
under normal conditions. Anticipating this 
addition to its permanent funds, the Board 
of Managers took the following action at its 
meeting on April 3, 1930: 

Resolved, That, when a sufficient addition is made 
to the Society’s permanent funds so that the current 
income under the budget will not be affected, the whole 
remaining principal amount of the Sage bequest be set 
aside and allocated to the purchase of such Bible 
House sites or buildings and/or the improvement of 


such properties as may be approved from time to time 
by the Board of Managers. 
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Resolved, That, when the balance of the Sage be- 
quest is so set aside, any interest on investments in se- 
curities made from the same or any excess of income 
over expenses from Bible House properties so pur- 
chased be returned to this fund for new Bible Houses 
until the original amount of principal paid out has 
been refunded. 


As far back as December 6, 1923, there had 
been discussion concerning the use of the bal- 
ance of the Sage bequest as a revolving fund 
for building Bible Houses throughout the 
world. Between then and 1930 part of the 
Sage bequest had been invested in the Bible 
Houses in New York and in Manila. A loan 
from this fund also had made possible the 
building of a Bible House in Peiping while 
the Maryland Bible Society was raising the 
money to pay for this generous gift to the 
Society. The amount of the fund so created 
was about $340,000, although part of this is 
already invested in Bible House properties as 
indicated above. This fund made it possible 
for the different committees to consider dur- 
ing the year the desirability of building a 
Bible House in Tokyo and one in Rio de 
Janeiro. The plans submitted for these build- 
ings call for completely fireproof structures of 
modern type, with a considerable amount of 
space that can be rented to tenants. It is this 
space that may provide a source of income 
from which in time the whole cost of the 
property may be returned to the fund and so 
made available for further use elsewhere. 


The Budget for 1930 


Estimated Received Expended 

General Budget .. $711,000.00 $677,821.46 $686,029.14 

Publication inti 375,000.00 358,530.00 325,442.88 
Income for the 

Blindick orcnine 12,500.00 14,747.79 12,386.37 


Total Budget ..$1,098,500.00 $1,051,099.25 $1,023,858.39 


This total does not include $241,590 which 
Foreign Agencies expected to gather and use 
and which, with the $1,098,500, made the 
grand total of appropriations $1,340,090 for 
the year 1930. 


Analyzing the Budget Income 


The income received under the General 
Budget was about $33,000 less than the amount 
estimated. As compared with the income re- 
ceived for the preceding year, however, it was 
only $3,000 less. This is not a bad showing 
considering general conditions. It is neces- 
sary, however, to analyze the various items 
that make up the income under the General 
Budget. When this is done, it is at once ap- 
parent that the great falling off in income was 
in gifts from churches, which were only $184,- 
549.74, or $24,000.00 less than in the preced- 
ing year. Cash received from the sale of 
Scriptures, which is given under item Publica- 
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tion, was about $23,000 less than in the preced- 
ing year; but the amount expended was 
$33,000 less than the total amount of Scrip- 
tures sold. The result was a smaller inventory 
and a more liquid position as explained under 
Publication. On the other hand, the item 
Income for the Blind showed the largest total 
received in any year. 


Curtailing Expenditures Restricts the Deficit 

It was necessary during the year to curtail 
expenses on account of the falling off in gifts 
from churches. The amount expended was 
$24,970.86 less than the $711,000 appropriated. 
This should always be borne in mind in study- 
ing the budget figures for 1930; for it was 
necessary to cut down certain aspects of the 
work during the last months of the year in 
order to bring it in line with the income. 

The year 1930 was the tenth in which the 
Society operated under a budget that was care- 
fully worked out in all its details. It is, there- 
fore, possible to give ten-year average figures 
covering the income and expense. As, how- 
ever, methods of accounting and of classifica- 
tion of accounts differed from year to year, 
the figures are not always entirely comparable. 
For example, in early years gifts for the Blind 
-were not separated from Gifts from Churches 
or Individuals. In the early years annuity ex- 
penses were included in the Ways and Means 
and in the Treasury Office budgets. 


GENERAL BUDGET INCOME 


Average 

Estimated Received Receipts 

1930 1930 1921-1930 

egal riustSers ameter $145,000.00 $152,365.63 $118,797.43 

WE PACIES Sivtes stave acwiaiece 80,000.00 80,000.00 66,493,34 

Bible mEOUsSer icc care 40,000.00 40,000.00 39,854.79 

Gifts from Churches .. 225,000.00 184,549.74 234,133.02 

Gifts from Individuals 170,000.00 171,737.48 138,864.22 

Gifts from Auxiliaries 18,000.00 17,811.67 20,046.99 

JAMDULEIES™ ve ie cele ls see 2 30,000.00 30,000.00 18,823.43 

Miscellaneous ........ 3,000.00 1,356.94 2,627.78 

Total (excl. Blind), $711,000.00 $677,821.46 $639,641.00 

GENERAL BUDGET CHARGES 

Average 

Appropriation Charges Charges 

1930 1930 1921-1930 

General Administration $ 79,470.00 $ 76,735.77 $ 72,968.41 

Treasurers’ Office .... 23,489.00 21,782.01 24,412,29 

Ways and Means .... 76,920.00 Ts eolabe 70,777.36 
General Distribution 

(Blind omitted) .... 70,711.00 55,364.24 58,511.70 

Home Agencies ...... 160,310.00 160,310.00 149,861.70 

Foreign Agencies 300,100.00 298,600.00 276,437.28 

Total (excl. Blind). $711,000.00 $686,029.14 $652,968.74 


A Ten-year Comparison 
In the General Budget statement this year, 
therefore, are included the ten-year average 
figures for the sake of comparison with the 
present year. A study of these reveals the 
following interesting facts: 


Income for 1930 compared with 10-year 


average: 


ill UNRRES Sean coon opopaguone $34,000 above the average 
Gifts from Individuals ........... 33,000 above ss 
LASESEGs an acon PoODOn osteo atu Oke 14,000 above ss 
Amini iitiesmerusontcsts sis eam ese nenet eter 11,000 above cs 
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On the other hand: 


Income from Churches! ............ $50,000 below the average 
Income from Auxiliaries .......... 2,000 below a: 
Miscellaneous Income ............. 1,300 below os 


No clearer, brief picture can be drawn of 
what has been happening during the past ten 
years. On the other hand, the Society ex- 
pended in its foreign work last year $22,000 
more than the average. In fact, the amount 
appropriated was the largest in the Society’s 
history, and the amount expended was also a 
new high record. The same applies to the appro- 
priation expenditures of the Home Agencies, 
which were over $10,000 above the ten-year 
average. 

Equalization Funds 

In the case of income from legacies, Bible 
House, and annuities after 1924, the amount 
appropriated under the budget has been en- 
tered as budget income and the balance or 
balances, if any, have been added to the legacy 
equalization fund or the annuity reserve fund 
or to reducing the cost of the improvements in 
the Bible House in New York. If, on the 
other hand, the income was not sufficient to 
meet the budget estimate, then the difference 
has been made good from the reserve fund 
created for this purpose, so that the full budget 
appropriation was maintained. 


Annuities 

The death of seventy-four annuitants out 
of a total of about three thousand, terminated 
agreements of an original value of $193,751. 
This was the largest number of annuitants lost 
by death and the largest amount released in 
any one year. As a result of the year’s oper- 
ation, a large addition was made to the annuity 
reserve fund. It is to this same annuity re- 
serve fund that the Society would naturally 
turn, if no annuities should be terminated dur- 
ing the year, to pay the difference between 
the annuities paid and the income received 
from the annuity investments. In spite of the 
financial unsettlement, $436,817.68 was re- 
ceived from the issuance of new annuity 
agreements, as compared with $444,096.00 in 
the preceding year. The number of annuity 
agreements was less, however, being only 474 
as against 534. 

Investments 

As of December 31, 1930, the securities in 
the trust fund accounts and in the annuity 
account were worth more than their book 
value. The Society invests only in first mort- 
gages on improved real estate and in the high- 
est-grade securities. 

There has been no default on any mortgages 
nor on any of the securities held in the differ- 
ent accounts. This is an enviable record and 
one which, we trust, will be maintained. 
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General 


Universal Bible Sunday 


HE extent of the observance of Uni- 
versal Bible Sunday on December 7, 
1930, far surpassed that of any preceding year. 


55 Denominations 


Our records show that churches of fifty-five 
denominations sent requests for material sup- 
plied free by the Society. The requests came 
from forty-seven percent more churches than 
in 1929. The accompanying table shows the 
development of the Society’s Bible Sunday 
activities through the past three years: 


1928 1929 1930 

Complete sets mailed ........... 77,295 77,093 82,601 

Responsive readings mailed ...... 517,361 746,612 874,575 
Requests, received for responsive 

POAC Siyeree ele ele ltise sieteieVeieycuele ele 3062 4,712 6,932 
Number of denominations  repre- 

sented 1 FEQUEStS whic css dee eee 47 53 55) 


The requests for responsive readings to be 
used by congregations were for so large a 
number that the supply was exhausted before 
all were filled. It is quite apparent that many 
pastors are glad to use a responsive reading 
on Bible Sunday, and prefer that form of 
literature to a general leaflet for distribution 
in the pews. 


The poster called forth many gratifying 
comments. .A Synodical executive paid this 
tribute: “The Bible Day poster is a perfectly 
eloquent one, and, while I have little wall space 
in my office, I shall find room for it.” An 
Illinois pastor made this comment: “The 
poster is most attractive. It preaches a ser- 
mon in itself, and I am hanging it in the most 
prominent place I can find, so that a large 
number of people can see it.” 

Double Service 

Perhaps the finest service the poster ren- 
dered was through its adaptability to the coun- 
tries served by the Society’s Foreign Agencies. 
A special edition was printed with the English 
message omitted, so that each Foreign Agency 
could print the message in the language used 
in its territory. The international character 
of the poster made it very acceptable abroad; 
for it was just as useful in Egypt as in Japan, 
and as suggestive in Siam as in Bulgaria. 

[A few paragraphs dealing with publicity, 
the Recorp, other publications and personnel, 
are here omitted because of space limitations, 
since the columns of the REcorD have reported 
on them in previous issues.—ED. | 


Conclusion 


In closing this review of the year 1930, three 
thoughts especially emerge. 

First, and dominant, is the fact that very 
evidently, and very widely, the good hand of 
the Lord has been on the Word, the work, and 
the workers; whereof we give thanks and 
rejoice. 

Second, is there not a happy augury in the 
tremendous distribution of the Scriptures? 
Over 30,000,000 Bibles, Testaments, and Por- 
tions last year sent out by the Bible Societies 
of the United States and Great Britain, over 
and above all Scriptures sold by commercial 
publishers or distributed by other organizations. 

Third, this is a time of transition the world 
around, What the future has in store, who can 


say? Is it not all the more the part of wisdom 
to do all in one’s power to bring about a sane 
and safe change? Take, for example, giant 
China. In its transition from a hoary past to 
a new future, it is absorbing volumes of Scrip- 
ture in far greater numbers than any other 
people on earth. In former days she built 
sturdy bridges, which still carry her people high 
above any sudden rushing torrent. Are those 
bridges not a forecast of the way her ancient 
people, if only they absorb His “sayings,” will 
pass over to-a new and worthy future? So, 
among the nations. For still it remains true: 


“Whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, 
and doeth them, I will liken him unto a 
wise man which built his house upon a rock.” 


The Year 1930 in 


Figures 


I. ISSUES* 
Bibles Testaments Portions Total 
Pe MGYUDTS it ey Gig, aacwelioletel OroeRO cs oS SI ClO EN uS ee Rates aoa CMe DIC Men kere BC rene 245,343 387,480 4,940,455 5,573,278 
TERMS am alam bevy Came STONE Gt Cte Poe acs cuearee Ole mearaionca mites cic 55,741 359,102 5,954,067 6,368,910 
Boreien (Correspondents. ae «acter wisi ete sient sina esis @ihcly 10,037 11,760 71,148 92,945 
311,121 758,342 10,965,670 12,035,.39 
II. WORKERS ———, _ Ill. CIRCULATION#* 
Home AGENCIES 
7Col. tCor. §Vol Total Bibles Testaments Portions Total 
Woloredwecsonock seein 2 S 43 18 66 7,114 20,797 121,826 149,737 
IDA gat | Ri Miotemter® a escrito 5 10 12 27 22,408 20,983 232,463 275,854 
BAEEARTI ELOY tas ous ion Rede cveieve 9 46 24 79 27,905 35,328 348,976 412,209 
National Capital =eyseen. se eg, an 2 4,191 7,223 88,325 99,739 
South Atlantie’ si. .se <6 > 3 257 30 290 12,187 30,647 285,224 328,058 
GBemtial se isie ciscs cee chet. 6 6 15 84 105 17,104 21,222 280,969 319,295 
Northwestern ...4.ccecr ss 3 7s) 500 578 42,822 89,769 1,031,202 1,163,793 
Southwestern <o..c2..05). 02% 4 45 221 270 14,745 35,360 462,268 512,373 
Wiestermuls ase caraes snes 9 27 14 50 8,657 18,296 284,845 311,798 
JEEV erie ics b.0 oO CGP ROENORICED 7 152 167 326 17,847 38,618 408,503 464,968 
Total, Home Agencies.. 53 670 1,070 1,793 174,980 318,243 3,544,601 4,037,824 
Foreign AGENCIES 
Wiest UndteSinretscle deta ier 52 181 23 256 6,351 74,283 72,340 152,974 
MIVESRICG! Getae taxes 5 oe shay ete a 31 76 27 134 10,208 72,754 39,580 122,542 
Cari Medits vac snes aie iter tee = 10 78 oe 88 8,380 59,761 89,047 157,188 
Upper Andes 11 111 122 7,765 28,203 241,025 276,993 
eR EY 2 es re cree eae ae 15 235 250 14,008 49,011 96,338 159,357 
TEREEHL Us eee eee 19 139 45 203 10,440 12,868 131,496 154.804 
errand Cmte era suelo stay siletaltens!o 16 13 . 29 4,735 7,450 18,056 30,241 
PAveapton lacyvarltern ac icts!.)-telelors 24 75 Pid 314 8,208 10,617 241,429 260,254 
BntbheyeNeSp Serco cone ao © 9 185 a 194 6,713 13,315 138,039 158,067 
Siri) p.o:cks coisas cir 50 : 119 169 141 1515) 613,163 613,459 
(CU: Fats orcndtcta Boreas One aan 37. 59 1,356 1,452 13,480 32,220 4,131,325 4,177,025 
HEniEholY <3 pe daoes slot Henao ae 28 93 5 121 11,163 54,510 698,885 764,558 
Total, Foreign Agencies 302 1,245 1,785 3,332 101,592 415,147 6,510,723 7,027,462 
Foreign Correspondents... 7 fail 88 126 9,625 11,901 71,348 92,874 
The Home Office......... 7,428 7,242 42,702 Doe 


*Table I, 


“Tssues,” records the number of volumes supplied to distri 


buting agencies for circulation. 


**Table III, “Circulation,’’ records the number of volumes reported as circulated by our Home and Foreign Agencies, 
and by correspondents in fields not covered by Agencies. The Society does not receive reports on the circulation of volumes 


issued to Auxiliary Bible Societies, missionary boards at home and abroad, the general trade, etc. 


Theretore a total of the 


complete circulation of volumes it supplies is not available. Sooner or later, all the volumes the Society issues are circulated. 


7Colporteurs. 


tCorrespondents. 


§Volunteers. 
e e e 


Languages and Dialects-285-in Which Work Was Done in 1930 


The Bible House reported 219, the Home Agencies 135, and the Foreign Agencies 138 Languages and Dialects. 


: ochow Colloquial Siam: Finnish (Roman) Benga 
Asia—105 Gee : Lahu Flemish Bulu 
Annamese Soochow, Phonetic Miao French Chokwe 
Arabic [ Script Siamese Gaelic ‘ Chuana 
Egyptian Colloquial Swatow Tai Lao German, High Dikele 
Armenian (Ancient) Taichow Tai Lu German, Low Duala | 
Armenian (Modern) Tingchow Coll. Tai Yuan — Greek (Ancient) Ethiopic } 
Balochi (Roman) Syriac (Ancient) Greek (Modern) Fang of Ogwé 
Burmese Wenchow Coll. Syriac (Modern) Hungarian Fanti 
Cambodian Heb (Geman) Pesan: Osmanli Talian ey 
China: . I ae Arabic characters Judaeo-Spanish Giryama 
Wenlli, High 18, ali Armenian char. Latin Gogo 
Wenli, Easy. Gujarati Greek characters Lettish _ Grebo 
Mandarin, Peking. G Saeki Roman characters Lithuanian Gu 
Mandarin, Phonetic Hindi Slavic characters Norwegian Hausa 
Script Taeerece Kashgar Norwegian Herero | 
Mandarin (Roman) eo cymiri Kirghiz—Eastern _ (Roman) Ibo (Union) 
ay cl Se Khasi oon (Qazaq) mauines Rebyle 
= ; i 
pe a ee ae acaneaeen Romany Kamba 
Canton Coll. (Rom.) — Lushai (Bulgarian) Karanga 
Foochow Colloquial Malayalam For the Blnd Pe anech aes 
Foochow Colloquial Marathi | eahiou Beni COberiand) Rance 
(Roman) Konkani Arabic Moon Roumanian Kpelle 
Hainan Coll. (Rom.) Panjabi Nemerianireillem nitesian rarer 
Hakka Colloquial Sanskrit Japanese Braille Ruthenian Luba Lulua 
Hakka Coll. (Rom.) Sindhi Mandarin Braille Serbian Luo 
Hinghua Colloquial Tamil Canton Colloquial Slavonic Masai 
(Roman) , Telugu Braille _ Slovak Mbundu 
Kienning Colloquial Toda Foochow Colloquial Slovenian (Loanda) 
(Roman) : Tulu Braille Spanish Mongo 
Kienyang Colloquial Urdu Swedish (Gothic) Mpongwe 
(Roman) Persian Europe—51 Swedish (Roman) (Omyene) 
Laka Roman Albanian Welsh Ndau 
Lisu Japanese (Roman) RAE) Sear Wandion Ndonga 
Lisu Hwa Javanese . Breton (Judaeo-German) Nsenga 
Miao (Chuan) Ie ee . Bulgarian For the Blind Nubian 
Miao (Hwa) Kalmuk (Mongolian) Catalan ’ : Nupe ; 
Manchu ; Karen (Pwo) Croatian English 1D ends Nyamwezi 
Mongolian (Lit.) Korean . .. Czechoslovakian English Moon Nyanja 
Ningpo Coll. (Rom.) Kurdish: Kurmanji (Bohemian) Italian Braille = Nyasa Nyika 
Nosu (Armenian char.) Danish Portuguese Braille Nyoro 
Chungchia (Arabic char.) Dutch Spanish Braille Oiunyore 
Shanghai Colloq. Malay, Low English A tion 88 Ragoli 
Shanghai Colloq. Moso (Muhso) Esperanto rica Ronga 
(Roman) Pashto Esthonian b Accra Shona 
Soochow Colloq. Persian Finnish (Gothic) Amharic Suto 


Swahili Tlocano 
(Mombasa) Moro (Sulu) 
Swahili Pampangan 
(Zanzibar) Panayan 
Tabele Pangasinan 
Thonga Samarefio 
Tonga Tagalog 
deh Tahiti 
swa : 
(Sheetswa) Americas—33 
Venda Arapahoe 
Xosa Aymara 
Zulu Cakchiquel 
Islands—38 Cherokee 
Cheyenne 
Aneityum Choctaw 
Batta (Toba) Dakota 
Chamorro Eskimo 
Fiji | Baffin Land 
Florida Island Kuskokwim 
Gilbert, Islands Uabrador 
Hawaiian Mackenzie Rive: 
Houailou Guarani 
Icelandic Hopi 
Kusaien Mam 
Malagasy Maya 
pieliete Miskito 
aort Musk 
Marshall IslandsNavajo. 
Mortlock Negro—English 
Mwala , Ojibwa 
(Kwara’ae) Ouechua—Bolivia 
Mwala Quechua—Ecuador 
e (Malu) Quechua—Peru 
Namau Quiche 
Nauru Seneca 


New Britain Valiente 
Nguna Tongoa Winnebago 


Ponape Zapotec 
Ruk : 
Chvanennal For the Blind 
Sinhalese Line Letter 
Philippines: New York Point 
Bicol New York Point 
Cebuan Bipage 
Ibanag American Braille 
Ifugao Revised Braille 
Tgorot Grade 1% 
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MAY MEETING OF THE BOARD 


HE first stated meeting of the Board of 
Managers of the American Bible Society 
in its one hundred and sixteenth year was held 
at the Bible House, Astor Place, New York, on 
Thursday, May 7, 1931, at 3:30 o’clock, Vice- 
President Henry S. Stearns, M.D., in the chair. 


Devotional exercises were conducted by the 
Rev. Ezra “S. Lipple, D:D: 


The minutes of the twelfth stated meeting 
of the one hundred and fifteenth year were pre- 
sented and approved. 


The Report of the Board of Managers, as 
approved by the Committee of General Refer- 
ence, was presented by title, copies having been 
distributed previously to the members. The 
report was approved for presentation to the 
Annual Meeting of the Society and publication. 


The Board elected as Honorary Life Mem- 
bers in recognition of special service rendered 
to the Bible cause—General Chang Chih-kiang, 
of Nanking, China, “persistent and fearless in 
his presentation of Bibles to his colleagues in 
public office”; Emory J. Rees, translator of the 
New Testament into Ragoli, and member of 
the Friends Mission, Kenya Colony, Africa; 
Mrs. A. J. Hall, translator of the New Testa- 
ment into Samarefio, and a Presbyterian mis- 
sionary in the Philippines, Taclodan, Leyte, 
P. I.; the Rev. W. Cameron Townsend, trans- 
lator of the New Testament into Cakchiquel, 
and a member of the Central American Mis- 
sion, Antigua, Guatemala; and the Rev. James 
H. Hyatt, D.D., recently retired secretary of 
the Maryland Bible Society, Baltimore, Md. 


The minutes of the various standing com- 
mittees were presented and approved. 


On the recommendation of the Committee 
on Foreign Agencies the following minute was 
adopted concerning Dr. John H. Ritson: 


The Board of Managers of the American Bible 
Society learns with deep regret of the resignation 
of the Reverend John H. Ritson, D.D., as secre- 
tary of the British and Foreign Bible Society after 
a service of thirty-one years. His strong and self- 
sacrificing leadership, his clear and earnest in- 
sight, and his devotion to the cause of Christ and 
the great Book are assets of the entire Christian 
enterprise. Having a great responsibility, he has 
carried it greatly. The Board congratulates the 
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Committee of the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety on Dr. Ritson’s distinguished service and 
extends to him its hopes for his full recovery of 
health and for joy in the advancing achievements 
of the cause to which he has given himself. 


The Treasurer reported the following con- 
signments to Foreign Agencies: During the 
month of February, 1931: Brazil, 205 volumes, 
valued at $199.01; Caribbean, 7,536 volumes, 
valued at $488.32; La Plata, 8,716 volumes, 
valued at $6,073.94; Upper Andes, 427 vol- 
umes, valued at $328.54; total volumes, 16,884 ; 
total value, $7,089.81. 


During the month of March, 1931: Brazil, 
103,271 volumes, valued at $3,378.98; Carib- 
bean, 29,426 volumes, valued at $323.18 ; China, 
28 volumes, valued at $34.17; Japan, 1,710 vol- 
umes, valued at $654.59; La Plata, 1 volume, 
valued at $3.68; Mexico, 25,481 volumes, val- 
ued at $1,278.57; Philippines, 32,216 volumes, 
valued at $842.70; Upper Andes, 26 volumes, 
valued at $21.88; West Indies, 31,140 volumes, 
valued at $1,701.84; total volumes, 223,299; 
total value, $8,239.59. 

The issues from the Bible House during the 
month of February were 527,728 volumes, and 
during the month of March, 518,110 volumes. 


ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTEENTH ANNUAL 
MEETING 
HE one hundred and fifteenth Annual 
Meeting of the Society was convened at 
the Bible House, New York City, on Thursday, 
May 14, 1931, at 3:30 o’clock p.m., President 
Emeritus E. Francis Hyde in the chair. 


Devotional exercises were conducted by Gen- 
eral Secretary Brown. 


The one hundred and fifteenth Annual Re- 
port of the Board of Managers was presented 
by the Officers and, on motion, was accepted, 
authority being given to the Board of Man- 
agers to print and circulate it. 


On nomination by the committee appointed 
for the purpose, the following, whose terms of 
office had expired, were reelected as Managers 
for 1931-1935: George D. Beattys, Arlando 
Marine, Franklin S. Edmonds, James R. Joy, 
LL.D., Charles F. Darlington, Silas F. Hallock, 
M.D., Mrs. William Borden, Arthur L. Brown, 
and Ray Clarke Tillinghast. 

President Emeritus Hyde expressed his pleas- 
ure and interest in being present at the Annual 
Meeting and the honor and the satisfaction 
he had had in his long connection with the 
Society and attendance at the monthly meet- 


ings of the Board and the meetings of com- 
miuttees. 


The meeting was adjourned to meet on the 
second Thursday in May, 1932. 
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Place, N 

Eastern Agency—New York State and adjacent 
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CHARLES W. FowLn, Bible House, Astor 
Place, N. Y. 

Atlantic Agency—Pennsylvania and New Jersey. 

Rev. FRANK P. PaRKIN, D.D., 701 Walnut 
St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

National Capital Agency—Maryland, Delaware, 
and District of Columbia. 

Woodward Bldg., Washington, D. C. 


West Indies Agency—Josm MArctAL-Doravo, 
“ Pu.D., 126 San Miguel Street, Havana, 
Cuba. 
Mezico Agency—H, T. MARROQUIN, Apartado 
1373, Mexico City, Mexico. 
Caribbean Agency—ReEv. RAymMonp R. Grua- 
ory, Bible House, Cristobal, Canal Zone. 
Upper Andes Agency—ReEv. RopertT H. MIL- 
a LIGAN, D.D., Apartado 448, 879 Ave~ 
nida Arenales, Lima, Peru. 
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Home Agencies 


South Atlantic Agency—Virginia, West Vir- 
ginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Georgia, and Florida. 

Rey. M. B. Porter, 218 North Adams St., 
Richmond, Va. 

Central Agency—Ohio, Kentucky, 

Alabama, and Mississippi. 
Rev. FRANK Marston, D.D., 424 Elm St., 


Tennessee, 


Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Northwestern Agency—lIllinois, Indiana, Mich- 
igan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, Mis- 


souri (excepting Kansas City), North Da- 


kota, and South Dakota. 
Rev. J. L. MoLavcHuin, D.D., 35 East 
Wacker Drive, Chicago, Ill, 
Foreign Agencies 
La Plata Agency—Rey. PAvL PENZOrTI, 


Calle Corrientes 728, Buenos Aires, Ar- 
gentina. 
Brazil Agency—Rev Hucu C. Tucker, D.D., 


Caixa do Correio 454, Rio de Janeiro, 


Brazil. 

Levant Agency—Rpy. J. Osoar Boyp, D.D., 
1, Parkring, 8, Vienna, Austria. 
Arabic-Levant Agency — C. S. Buu, P. O. 
Box 724, 6A Sharia Nubar Pasha, 

Cairo, Egypt. 
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Southwestern Agency—Texas, Oklahoma, Lout- 
siana, and Arkansas. 


Rey. J. J. MorGan, 905 Main St., Dallas, 
Texas. 


Western Agency—Colorado, Kansas and Kansas 
City, Mo., Nebraska, Wyoming, Montana, 
Idaho, Utah, Arizona, and New Mexico. 

Rey. ARTHUR F. Racatz, D.D., 1515 Lari- 
mer St., Denver, Colo. 


Pacific Agency—California, Nevada, 

Washington, Alaska, and Hawaii. 

Rey. A. WestEY MULL, 250 olden Gate 
Ave., San Francisco, Calif. 


Oregon, 


Philippines Agency—Rev. G. Broom Cam- 


ERON, Box 755, No. 636 Isaac Peral, 
Manila, P. I. 

Siam_ Agencv—Rwv. Ropert Irwin, New 
Road, Bangkok, Siam. 


China Agency—Rrv. G. CARLETON Laoy, 
D.D., No. 102, Missions Building, 23 
Yuen Ming Yuen Road, Shanghai, China. 

Japan Agency—ReEY. Karu E. AURELL, No. 
2, Shichome, Ginza (next door to Kyo- 
bunkwan), Tokyo, Japan. 


State Bible Societies Cooperating with the American Bible Society 


Bible Society of Maine—E. T. GARLAND, 


Portland. 


Connecticut Bible Society—Rwy. SamunL W. RAYMOND, Sec., 7 Haynes 


St., Hartford. 


Sec., 


19 Pine Street, 
Massachusetts Bible 


SppnogrR, D.D., Cor. Sec., 


Maryland Bible Society— 


9 E. Franklin St., Baltimore, 


Society and Vermont Bible Society—Rny. G. H. 


41 Bromfield St., Boston, 


New Hampshire Bible Society—Epwarp A. Damn, Supt., 20 School St., Concord, N. H. 


ONE OF THE MANY REASONS 


Why Christians Secure 
Our Annuity Agreements 


HELPING IN A KINGDOM ENTERPRISE 


Mr. S. M. G., of Pennsylvania, writes: 


F the many annuity bonds I hold I be- 
lieve yours was the first one I received. 
When I started life as a poor orphan boy 
and met with success every year of my 
business career, I attributed it to the help I 
received from the Almighty. So I con 
cluded to show my appreciation by giving 
at least ten percent. I have given nearer 
twenty percent and hope to give more. It 
would be hard to improve on your method 
——— of doing business. Iam delighted to be one 
of your annuitants—a sharer in such an important Kingdom enterprise.” 


Hundreds of friends have written expressing complete satisfaction with 
the annuity plan. You, too, would be pleased with such an investment. 


Mail the Coupon Today ! 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


American Bible Society 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York City 


Please send me, without obligation, your booklet No. 62AC entitled “‘Bibles and 
Bonds.’’ 
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